
T
here’s a popular saying that necessity
is the mother of all invention. Well,
racer David Podolsky didn’t invent tire

warmers, but it only took a few times going
out to practice on cold tires on 40-degree
mornings before he felt compelled to come
up with a way to improve his situation. But
instead of just rigging up something that
worked for him, Podolsky’s business train-
ing and entrepreneurial spirit kicked in and
he created a product that has helped grow
Chicken Hawk Racing (CHR) into one of the
top tire-warmer manufacturers in the world. 

Like many of us, Podolsky remembers
exactly when he fell in love with motorcy-
cles. “My dad was into bikes. He rode a
Honda CB350 back in 1971,” said Podol-
sky, the founder and President of CHR. “One
year when I was four, we went upstate for
the summer and we went to Unadilla to
watch the motocross races. Man, when I
saw those guys going over the jumps and
stuff I was just enamored. I blew out a lot
of birthday candles hoping I would get a
mini-bike or something.”

Podolsky’s parents did not want their
young son riding around on a motorcycle,
especially considering they lived in the

Queens, a borough of New York City, and
there wasn’t exactly a lot of space to house—
let alone ride—a dirt bike. So Podolsky had
to wait until he turned 16 and got his dri-
ver’s license before he could buy his first
motorcycle.

With so many years of build-up, Podol-
sky’s love of motorcycles flourished as he
got older, and during college he stepped up
from a scooter to a Suzuki GS550, a Honda
Nighthawk 650 and finally a Harley-David-
son Sportster 883.

“That’s how new I was to it. I thought,
‘883, that’s bigger than a 650. It’ll go faster,’”
recalled Podolsky, who ended up fitting the
Harley with a 1200cc big-bore kit, cams,
bigger carburetors, sportier suspension and
Performance Machine brakes. “Many dol-
lars later I realized you just couldn’t make
a performance bike out of it.”

Taking two of Keith Code’s California
Superbike School sessions on rented
Kawasaki Ninja 600s at Watkins Glen only

further drove this point home. Then a mag-
azine article opened Podolsky’s eyes to
the world of club racing. 

“Instead of spending all this money and
waiting to ride once a year (with Califor-
nia Superbike School) at Watkins Glen,”
said Podolsky, “I could go riding on a race-
track a lot more often. Plus, I realized rid-
ing on the street I was gonna kill myself try-
ing to put my knee down.”

After a day of telephone calls, Podolsky
finally reached his local road racing club,
the Loudon Road Racing Series (LRRS), and
he signed up for his first race at Bridge-
hampton Race Circuit. 

“So the first time I ever saw a road race
was my own rookie race on that Saturday
morning,” in 1992, said Podolsky, who
bought a Honda Hawk for a racebike. “That’s
where I got the name from. My friend and
I both raced Honda Hawks, and we thought
Henery Hawk (a Looney Tunes character
that often appeared opposite Foghorn
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After starting Chicken Hawk Racing in his apartment in New York City, founder David Podolsky now
operates the company from a  100-year-old building in Red Hook, New York. Photo by David Swarts.








